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St. Paul‘s Minster is considered to be the  
oldest surviving mendicant order church 
in Germany and impresses with its 
characteristic simplicity. It belonged to 
the adjacent Dominican monastery and 
was consecrated in 1286 by the saint and 
universal scholar Albertus Magnus. The 
former cloister of the monastery can still 
be seen in the monastery garden.

The Market Square, created after  
St. Catherine‘s Hospital was demolished 
in 1811-1816, is the centre of Esslingen.  
Framed by the historical backdrop, the  
Esslingen Market offers fresh fruit and  
vegetables every Wednesday and Saturday,  
and all year round there are popular 
celebrations like the Citizens‘ Festival and 
the Medieval and Christmas Market.

The story carved on the base of the  
fountain commemorates the Esslingen 
legend of the Postillion Michel. He  
was wrongfully suspected of committing 
murder and was executed. He is said to 
have appeared to the Esslingen citizens 
at night, restlessly blowing his horn, until 
the true culprit was found. The column 
shows him on horseback with his horn.

At a prominent location on the  
Market Square between the Church of  
St. Dionysius and St. Paul‘s Minster you 
will �nd the City Information Of�ce in 
the Späth‘schen Haus. It was completed 
in 1834 and is considered an outstanding 
example of Württemberg Classicism.  
The house got its name from one of the 
�rst owners.

The buildings Hafenmarkt 4-10 are consi-
dered to be the oldest known connected 
row of half-timbered houses in Germany, 
built between 1328 and 1331. The row 
shows the complete construction of a 
medieval alleyway. Since its successful 
restoration in the 1980s, the half- 
timbered construction style of the 14th 
century can be admired in many details.

Esslingen‘s nucleus lies beneath the 
mighty Parish Church with its striking  
towers. Today‘s church is the third  
building on this site and dates from the  
13th and 14th centuries. A connecting  
walkway between the towers was 
necessary around 1600 for static reasons.  
Especially impressive: the stained-glass 
windows in the choir from 1300.

The �rst sparkling wine production in 
Germany, founded by Christian von 
Kessler in 1826, is housed in the splendid 
half-timbered building which was the 
parsonage and tithe barn of the Speyer 
Cathedral Chapter from 1213 to 1546. 
Today sparkling wine is still produced and 
stored in the medieval vaulted cellars 
using the traditional champagne method. 

In the crypt of the Parish Church there are  
archaeological remains of earlier churches 
from the 8th and 9th centuries. In 777 
Abbot Fulrad donated the “Cella” to the 
monastery of Saint-Denis in Paris. It was  
a place of devotion and pilgrimage centre.  
The excavations record the traces of the 
“Cella” and later construction phases of 
the church. 

The splendid Kielmeyer House is one of 
the most beautiful half-timbered houses 
in the city. It was built in 1582 as the  
winepress of St. Catherine‘s Hospital, 
which stood on today‘s Market Square 
from the 13th century to 1811. On the 
façade are the imperial coat of arms, a 
relief of St. Catherine and the so-called 
little black man or winepress man.

The mighty stone building, a former 
“P�eghof” belonging to the Cistercian 
monastery of Salem, was �rst documented  
in 1229. In the 16th century, the former 
monastic building served as quarters for 
Emperor Karl V. In the 17th century Salem 
ceded the building to Württemberg.  
It now houses the J.F. Schreiber Museum, 
which is particularly worth seeing.
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The Church of Our Lady is one of the 
earliest Gothic hall churches in southwest 
Germany and was built as a “citizens‘ 
church” between 1320 and 1508.  
Particularly noteworthy are the magni�cent  
portals on the south side depicting the 
Last Judgement and the life of Our Lady 
as well as the valuable stained-glass 
windows in the choir from around 1330.

Originally erected in 1748-1763 as the 
town palazzo of the in�uential Palm  
family, this representative Baroque building  
impresses with rich façade decoration,  
a striking balcony and a former entrance 
for carriages �anked by columns. The 
so-called “Upper Palmsche Palais” has 
been used as the Town Hall and seat of 
the Lord Mayor since 1841.

The building in Webergasse 8 is the  
oldest half-timbered house in Germany. 
On examining the timber, a felling date  
of 1266 was determined. The construction  
of this impressive half-timbered house  
is therefore estimated at 1267. The ancient  
post-and-beam construction with splint 
connections is still clearly visible on the 
east wall. The gable dates from 1494.

The Inner Bridge, built in 1286, was part 
of the trade route from Flanders to Italy 
and is one of the oldest stone bridges  
in Germany. With a total length of 146  
metres, it leads across the Rossneckar 
and Wehrneckar Canals on nine stone 
arches. Three small 18th century bridge 
houses and the St. Nicholas Chapel rise 
from the bridge piers.

The Schleifbergle near the City Archive 
leads to Kesselwasen with its waterwheels  
at the Rossneckar Canal. Some of the  
waterwheels from as early as 1428 still 
turn as evidence of industrialisation in the  
19th century. The people of Esslingen 
affectionately call the place overlooking 
the Rossneckar and the houses on the 
Inner Bridge “Little Venice”.

The Esslingen Castle never served as the 
residence of a noble family, but was part 
of the town forti�cations and protected 
the town from attacks. First documented 
in 1314, it was extended in 1519-1531. 
The Hochwacht, the watch tower, rises 
at its western end. The gun tower “Dicke 
Turm” in the east was built in 1527, the 
helm roof added in 1887.

The Old Town Hall was built in 1422/23  
as a sales hall and tax house and is one 
of the most beautiful buildings in the 
city. The characteristic half-timbered 
construction of the “Swabian Man” can  
be admired on the imposing south façade.  
The north side, built in 1586-1589 by 
Heinrich Schickhardt, is striking with its 
magni�cent Renaissance façade.

The Town Museum is now housed in the 
striking Yellow House on Hafenmarkt  
Square. The core building with the attached  
bay window dates from the Staufer 
period and is thus the only completely 
preserved residential tower from the 
13th century. The building takes its name 
from the yellow colour from the Baroque 
period with corner cuboids painted on.

The Schelztor Gate Tower from the 
13th century was originally part of the 
medieval town forti�cations. Today it is 
one of the three remaining gate towers 
in Esslingen and, with the sculpture of 
the Skywalker, is one of the most famous 
sights of the city. The gate was closed in 
1893 and a half-timbered wall was built 
towards the town.

This central park, which extends between 
the two Neckar canals below the Inner 
Bridge, is called the Maille. It is one of the 
�rst public parks in Germany. The park  
is named after the ball game paille-maille,  
which came to Germany from Italy in the 
Baroque period and was played on what 
was then an alluvial island.
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